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EDUCATION Call to the Ontario Bar 2020 

Stellenbosch University 
Doctor of Laws (LL.D), Public International Law 

2017 

Stellenbosch University 
Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) 

• Distinction in Advanced Public International Law 

2013 

University of Denver 
Josef Korbel School of International Studies 
Bachelor of Arts, International Studies 

• Minors in Business Administration and French 

• 2005/2006 Hornbeck Scholar (4.0 GPA) 

2010 

LEGAL WORK Resilient LLP 
Associate 
Articling Student (DeMarco Allan LLP) 

Toronto, ON  
2021 – Present 

2020 – 2021 

• Advise clients on corporate obligations with respect to the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), the right to free, prior, 
and informed consent (FPIC), and the duty to consult and accommodate. 

• Assist in advising on environmental, social and governance (ESG) reporting risks 
and climate-related disclosures. 

• Advise a leading financial institution on compliance with environmental claims and 
anti-greenwashing provisions under the Competition Act, including strategies to 
mitigate business and reputational risks associated with climate-related marketing 
and business operation claims and sustainability disclosures. 

• Assist in advising clients on a variety of matters regarding climate change risks, 
ESG, and net-zero strategies including carbon offsetting, compliance and 
regulatory matters. 

• Assist in advising clients on regulatory and legal requirements under national and 
subnational clean fuel regulations and standards. 

• Prepare weekly ESG report on new and relevant developments in policy, 
legislation, and commercial developments related to climate, energy, 
environmental issues and developments, natural resources and Indigenous rights 
in Canada and internationally. 

• Assist in advising businesses, NGOs and First Nations on energy and climate 
change law and policy. 

• Assist counsel with all types of participants in compliance and voluntary carbon 
markets transactions, including those involving carbon dioxide removals (nature 
and technology based), and voluntary-to-Paris compliance units. 

• Assist in advising on international climate policy, negotiations, and related 
transactions, including the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
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Change (UNFCCC) negotiations and Article 6 of the Paris Agreement. 

• Assist with developing and preparing materials for client reporting service on 
United Nations Conference of the Parties (COP) climate negotiations and assist 
with preparing final report of outcomes and interpretation of COP decisions. 

• Assist in advising clients on regulatory and legal requirements under national and 
subnational clean fuel regulations and standards. 

• Assist provincial, state, federal, and national governments and ministries on 
climate and industrial emissions strategy, policy, legislative, and regulatory 
drafting. 

• Assisted in a series of high-profile constitutional reference cases on federal carbon 
pricing legislation before the Supreme Court of Canada. 

• Counsel to various groups before the Ontario Energy Board on matters relating to 
distributed energy resources (DERs), Indigenous rights, duty to consult and 
accommodate, non-wires alternatives, energy storage, electric vehicles, 
hydrogen, district energy, and renewable natural gas. 

• Assist in advising various businesses on corporate finance, securities law 
compliance and corporate governance matter. 

• Advise clients on all regulatory and legal requirements for registering and 
participating in the linked California-Quebec Cap-and-Trade programs 

International Bar Association  
Independent Legal Expert 

London, UK  
2019 – 2020 

• Conducted research on the criminalization of sexual orientation through national 
legislation and advised on laws most frequently used to target LGBTQIA+ 
individuals, including a review of challenges to such laws. 

International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute 
Legal Intern 

London, UK 
2019 

• Conducted legal research for senior programme lawyer and deputy director on 
extractive industries, human rights violations, and attacks against the legal 
profession with focus areas of Africa, Southern Africa, and the United Nations 
human rights system. 

• Assisted with developing capacity building programs for human rights defenders 
and legal professionals in Southern Africa. 

• Trial observer at UK Supreme Court for precedent setting decision on 
environmental rights and corporate responsibility (Vedanta Resources Plc and 
Konkola Copper Mines Plc v Lungowe and Ors). 
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• Drafted intervention letters, press releases, and open letters regarding human 
rights violations, state obligations under international and domestic law, and 
attacks against the legal profession. 

• Assisted with creating database and training manual for “Toolkit on Lawyers at 
Risk”. 

 Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP  
Winter Law Student 

Johannesburg, South Africa  
2013 

 • Presented report on application of administrative law principles, jurisprudence, 
and statutes regarding mineral resource extraction legislation and beneficiation 
for mining department (South Africa). 

• Drafted documents and compiled research for project finance department (Africa) 
on allocation of liability in international infrastructure projects.  

• Completed rotations in mining and project finance departments. 

 Stellenbosch University Law Clinic 
Law Student 

Stellenbosch, South Africa  
2013 

 • Assisted with legal research and drafting on matters related to family law, wills 
and estates, and farm evictions. 

• Drafted various legal documents including testamentary documents, affidavits, 
and notices of opposition. 

• Assisted on consultations with clients and preparations for trial. 

• Assisted with preparing documents, drafting affidavits, and interview and oral 
testimony preparation with law clinic and candidate attorneys. 

OTHER 
EXPERIENCE 

OBA Natural Resources and Energy Law 
Section 
Member-at-Large (2022-2023, 2020-2021) 
Public Liaison (2021-2022) 

2020-2024 

 • Prepared monthly update on proposed changes and amendments to relevant 
legislation and regulations. 

• Assisted in planning and delivery of continuing professional development 
programming offered to membership and public. 

 OBA Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 
Community 
Member-at-Large 

2020-Present 
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 • Assisted with jurisdictional review of law society policies related to correct pronoun 
use and use of legal names for trans and non-binary articling students. 

• Assisted and contributed to articles for membership on important legislative 
changes affecting 2SLGTBQIA+ community. 

SELECTED 
PUBLICATIONS 

DT Vollmer et al., (2022) “Global perspectives of Africa: Harnessing the Universal 
Periodic Review to process sexual and gender-based violence in SADC member 
states”. Stellenbosch Law Review (Volume 33, Issue 1) 

L. DeMarco, J. McGillivray and D. Vollmer, (2020) "The New World of Climate 
Change and ESG Disclosure". Energy Regulation Quarterly (Volume 8, Issue 4) 

L. DeMarco and D. Vollmer, (2020) "The Good Fight". IETA 2020 GHG Report  

D. Vollmer, (2019) "Reflections of an intern: Awaiting landmark decision in UK 
Supreme Court case on parent company liability". International Bar Association 

DT Vollmer, (2017) "Queer families: An analysis of non-heteronormative family rights 
under the African human rights system". Stellenbosch University. 

SPEAKING 
PRESENTATIONS 

Guest Lecturer, Ivey Business School, Special Topics in Mining Law, “Climate Change 
and Mining”, University of Western Ontario. (January 2024) 

Lecturer, Osgoode Hall Law School, Osgoode Certificate in ESG, Climate Risk & the 
Law “Connecting Climate to Corporate ESG Strategy”, York University. (October 
2023) 

Guest Lecturer, Climate Change and Legal Change, “The Legal Implications of 
Climate Change and Trading Emissions Credits”, University of Ottawa. (October 
2023) 

Lecturer, Osgoode Hall Law School, Osgoode Certificate in ESG, Climate Risk & the 
Law, “Corporate ESG Specific to Climate”, York University. (November 2022) 

Lecturer, Osgoode Hall Law School, Osgoode Certificate in ESG, Climate Risk & the 
Law, “Corporate ESG Specific to Climate”, York University. (November 2021) 

Conference Paper Co-Presenter, Stellenbosch University and the Centre for Human 
Rights, University of Pretoria, International Conference: The Responsiveness of the 
African human rights system to sexual and gender based violence, “Global 
Perspectives of Africa: harnessing the Universal Periodic Review to process SGBV 
in SADC member states”, Stellenbosch University, South Africa. (August 2021) 

Speaker, Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations Ph.D. Conference, "Queer 
families: An analysis of non-heteronormative family rights under the African Human 
Rights System", Coventry University, UK. (May 2017) 

AWARDS International Bar Association – Educational Trust Grant 

LexisNexis and Stellenbosch University Faculty of Law – 3rd Place (individual), 2nd 
Place (Team), 2013 Mock Trial Competition  
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Bowman Gilfillan – 1st Place, 2012 Criminal Procedure Moot Court Competition 

LANGUAGES French (moderate proficiency) 
Afrikaans (moderate proficiency) 
Spanish (elementary proficiency) 

 


